Catholic

Education
Diocese of Cairns

Learning with Faith and Vision

Concession Card Information

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Cairns provide a discount on tuition fees for holders of means-tested

Health Care and Pensioner Concession Cards.

The discount applies to tuition fees and not to school levies and charges.

The cards must be current and list, as dependents, the students for whom the discount is sought.

Two categories of cards are eligible for the discount:

Health Care Cards

Only cards with the following codes that are means-tested or subject to an income and assets test are eligible for the

reduced tuition fee rate:

e FA (Family Allowance)

e PP/PPP (Parenting Payment) (partnered)

e JSP/JS (Job Seeker Payment) includes old codes NSA/
NA/SA (New Start &amp; Sick Allowance)

e PA (Partner Allowance)

e SL/SpB (Special Benefit)

e  WA/WDA (Widow Allowance)

e LI/LIC (Low Income)
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Pensioner Concession Cards

Only cards with the following codes that are means-tested or subject to an income and assets test are eligible for the

reduced tuition fee rate:

e PPS (Parenting Payment Single)

e PP/PPP (Parenting Payment) (partnered)

e JSP/IS (Job Seeker Payment) includes old codes SA
(Sick Allowance)

e PA (Partner Allowance)
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e SL/SpB (Special Benefit)
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How much is the discount?

A discount of 70% on tuition fees ordinarily applies to
holders of eligible cards.

How to apply

Parents and carers can apply for the concession by
completing the Health Care Card Tuition Fee Discount
Scheme Form and providing a copy of their concession
card. Electronic forms with attached photo or scanned
copy of the card will be accepted via email. Alternatively
the application can be submitted directly to the school
office.

The fee discount will then be applied to tuition fees on
future term invoices. For families with children at more
than one Cairns Catholic school this process must be
repeated for each school.

The discount arrangement will expire on the expiry date
of the card.

Parents and carers receiving a discount have a duty to

inform the school of any renewal or change in eligibility
for the card.
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What if a family is still not able to pay
the discounted tuition fee and school
levies?

Families in significant financial hardship are asked to
make an appointment with the school Principal who will
assess whether the family’s financial circumstances meet
the criteria for additional support. The process looks
at family income, the number of dependents and the
family’s cost of housing (rental or mortgage). This process
requires full disclosure and is treated with sensitivity and
confidentiality.

What if a family without a means-
tested concession card is having
difficulty in paying fees?

Families without a means tested Health Care or Pensioner
Concession Card who are experiencing genuine financial
hardship in paying fees should speak with their school
Principal or Parish Priest to apply for special consideration.

The same process as above will apply in determining an

appropriate fee concession arrangement. No child will be
denied enrolment due to financial difficulty.

Further information

Please contact the school office.




