
 

 

10th May, 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope that you enjoyed the Easter break and made the most of the holidays. Late in 
term one, the students displayed great leadership while enacting the Stations of the 
Cross for the whole school. This term has got off to a great start and here is a summary 
of what is happening in Year 6 this term. 
 
Curriculum 
 
Religion 
The students will work on two Religion units this term. The first unit is titled ‘Images of 
Jesus. How do we make sense of the picture?’  This module provides opportunities for 
the students to understand that Gospel writers used many images and titles for Jesus. 
We will begin a second unit titled ‘How does the Australian Church continue the new 
law of Jesus today?’ later in the term.  
 
 
English 
Speaking and Listening 
Students will continue to work on the development of their speaking and listening skills 
through our weekly class discussions and small group literacy rotations. Our SEL – 
Second Step lessons provide opportunities for group discussion, expressions of opinion 
and consideration of others’ ideas and views. Students will participate in weekly 
quizzes about current news events as shown on ‘Behind The News’ episodes. 
 
Reading and Viewing 
Students will continue working on consolidating decoding strategies via guided, whole 
class and independent reading, this term. We will be continuing to consolidate and 
introduce comprehension strategies such as finding key words, note-taking and 
summarising. As part of their home learning contract, students are expected to read for 
a minimum of 20 minutes per night and record this on the reading log provided at the 
bottom of the contract. Please encourage your child to read books that they enjoy. If 
they are reading books that interest them then they are more likely to develop a love 
of reading.  
 
Writing 
In Year 6, students are encouraged to become independent writers and editors. The 
text types for Term 2 will be biographies and autobiographies. Oxford Grammar 6 is the 
text being used as part of our Grammar program. During the week, students focus on a 
targeted list of spelling words reflected both in their home learning and in class work.  
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Mathematics - In Maths, students will focus on: 

 Addition and subtraction of fractions 

 Multiplication and Division strategies 

 Order of Operations 

 Length and Area 

 How data is represented and 
interpreted 

These concepts will be explored in a variety of ways to help foster a deep understanding. Students’ 
knowledge, thinking and reasoning will be sort throughout. Please encourage your child/children to 
continue learning and practising their times tables and basic maths facts.  
 
HASS 
This term we are continuing to study History, and Civics and Citizenship. The students are completing 
a unit about government in Australia and the role of Parliament in creating laws. Students will identify 
significant events in the history of migration in Australia after 1900. The focus will be on the changes 
in Australian society by examining the contributions different groups have made.  
 
Science 
This term’s Science unit is titled ‘Change Detectives’. The purpose and focus of the unit is for students 
to investigate properties of materials and identify both physical and chemical changes in a variety of 
materials in relationship to their use.  
When learning about Fair Tests students consider the role of variables in measuring changes and learn 
how to look for patterns and relationships between variables. They develop explanations for the 
patterns they observe, drawing on evidence. 
 
Design and Technology 
In the unit, “Sow and Grow”, students will investigate how and why food and fibre are produced in 
managed environments. They will design a service for the distribution of plants in the local 
community. Stay tuned for our ‘Farmers Market’ later in the term.  
 
HPE - Health 
This semester’s Health unit is Who Influences Me? In this unit, students explore how important people 
in their lives, and the media, can influence health behaviour. Students examine how membership of 
different groups and personal qualities shape identity. Students examine influences on health 
behaviour and construct a health message for their peers. 
 
HPE - Movement and Physical Activity 
This term students will be preparing for our annual Athletics Carnival. In this unit students will 
develop the fundamental movement skills of running, jumping and throwing. This will include long 
jump, high jump, shot put, sprints and relays. They will practice and refine these skills in individual 
based activities to refine movement concepts and strategies. 
 
SEL  
SEL (Social Emotional Learning) is an integral part of our curriculum in that not only is it specifically 
taught, it is also imbedded in everything that we do. The Year 6 focus is on working together in 
groups, empathy, bullying, communication and public leadership. We use Circle Time in class to 
discuss and reinforce these topics.  
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The Arts 
Visual Art 
Students will explore portraiture by examining a variety of the techniques used by various artists in 
the unit Bald Archie. As part of their assessment the students will explore “Pointillism” and apply this 
to a self-portrait in the style of Pop Artist Roy Lichtenstein. 
 
Music – You can Uke!  
Students will continue to develop their ukulele playing techniques by creating their own short 
melodies for the ukulele in an oriental style.  
 
Drama – Drama for purpose! 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the drama elements through working 
collaboratively, and viewing, making and performing their own skit that communicates significant 
purpose and meaning for a sustainable world.  
 
Languages – Japanese 
Students will be working on two major projects: “Create a poster about my family” as their writing 
task and “Presenting a set speech for the Regional Speaking Contest (held on 15th of August)” as their 
speaking task.  All assessable work will be completed in class.  However, students are encouraged to 
practice their speech at home.  
 
Routines 
 
Uniforms 
We would appreciate your help with ensuring your child is in the correct school uniform.  Shoulder 
length hair must be tied back (green & gold hair ties). All students must wear correct jewellery and 
footwear which is predominately white shoes with white shoelaces for the sports uniform and black 
shoes with the formal uniform.  For further clarification please refer to the school uniform policy.   

 
Home learning 
Home learning is handed out on a Wednesday and needs to be returned on Tuesday. Once you have 
sighted the tasks, please ensure that you date and sign your child’s homework in their homework 
books. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at any time throughout the term, please contact your child’s 
teacher and they would be happy to arrange a meeting time.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Mr. Patrick Doolan, Ms Therese Norman and Miss Catherine Ottone   

Year 6 Teachers 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Senior Shirt Formal Sports Formal Senior shirt 


